
 

 

 
Medicare Part D: Extra Help for Low-Income Beneficiaries 2016 

 
Medicare drug plan costs if you Automatically Qualify for Extra Help because you have 

Medicare and Medicaid  
Do not need to file an LIS application  Can change plans anytime

Eligibility Requirements Beneficiary Costs 
Medicare and one of 
the following 
Medicaid Benefits 

Income Limit* Resource Limit Deductible Premium** Costs until what 
you pay and 
Medicare pays 
reach $4,850  

Costs after 
what you pay and 
Medicare pays 
reach $4,850 

Nursing Home, 
Elderly Waiver: 
Full Medicaid 
coverage  

below 
$26,628 - single  
 

no more than 
$2,000 - single   
$3,000 - married  $0 $0 

 
 

$0 
 
(Level 3)¹ 

$0 

SSI  Medicaid: 
Full Medicaid 
coverage  

yearly income 
below 
$9,036 - single  
$13,440 - married 

no more than 
$2,000 - single   
$3,000 - married  $0 $0 

Generics: no 
more than  $1.20 
Brand: no more 
than $3.60  
(Level 2) 

$0 

MEPD, Medically 
Needy: 
Full Medicaid 
coverage 

varies depending 
on the program 

varies depending 
on the program 

$0 $0 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95 
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 
 
(Level 1) 

$0 

QMB, SLMB, QI: 
Medicaid is paying  
Part B premiums 

yearly income 
below  
$16,284 - single  
$21,876- married 

no more than 
$7,280 - single   
$10,930 - married $0 $0 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95 
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 
(Level 1) 

$0 

* Income limits include FPL + $240 annual income disregard (the first $20 of all unearned monthly income does not count toward the income limit.)   
**There are 5 plans you can join in Iowa and pay no premium. If you join any of the other plans offered in Iowa you will pay part of the premium, even   
    though you automatically qualify for extra help.   
 ¹Social Security and the plans will refer to these levels 

 



 

 

Medicare drug plan costs if you Apply and Qualify for Extra Help through Social Security 
 

Must file an LIS application  Can change plans anytime
Eligibility Requirements Beneficiary Costs 

Medicare and Yearly Income*  
 

Resource Limit*** Deductible Premium 
You Pay 

 

Costs until what 
you pay and 
Medicare pays 
reach $4,850 

Costs after what 
you pay and 
Medicare pays 
reach $4,850 

below 135% FPL 
$16,278.00 - single  
$21,867.00 - married 

no more than  
$8,780– single 
$13,930 - married $0 You pay 

$0 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95 
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 
(Level 1) 

$0 

below 135% FPL 
$16,278.00 – single  
$21,867.00 - married 
 

between  
$8,780.01 - $13,640 - single 
$13,930.01 - $27,250 - married 

no more 
than 
$74 

You pay 
$0 

up to 15% of the 
cost of each 
prescription  
(Level 4) 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95  
Brand: no more 
than $7.45 

between 135-140% FPL 
$16,278 and $16,872 – single 
$21,867 and $22,668 -married 

 
$13,640 or less - single  
$27,250 or less - married 

no more 
than 
$74 

 
You pay 

25%**** 
 

(75% premium 
subsidy) 

up to 15% of the 
cost of each 
prescription 
 
(Level 4) 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95 
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 

between 140-145% FPL 
$16,872 and $17,466 – single 
$22,668 and $23,469 - married 

 
$13,640 or less - single  
$27,250 or less - married 

no more 
than 
$74 

 
You pay 

50%**** 
 

(50% premium 
subsidy) 

up to 15% of the 
cost of each 
prescription 
 
(Level 4) 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95  
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 

between 145-150% FPL 
$17,466 and $18,060. – single 
$23,469 and $24,270 - married 

 
$13,640 or less - single  
$27,250 or less - married 

no more 
than 
$74 

 
You pay 

75%**** 
 

(25% premium 
subsidy) 

up to 15% of the 
cost of each 
prescription 
 
(Level 4) 

Generics: no 
more than  $2.95  
Brand: no more 
than $7.40 

 
 *** Resource limits include the funeral/burial exclusion allowed by Social Security. ($1,500 for Single and $3,000 for couples) 
****For the 5 zero premium plans Medicare pays part of your premium and you are responsible for the amount shown.  If you join any other plans  
        you will pay more than the amount shown.                         2/2016 


